JOHN MILTON: THE MAN & THE POET

But this part of the story is theologically very difficult,
and I believe that if pressed Milton could have said
no more than that Satan, in some way we cannot
trace, knowing the Will of God, refused deliberately
to obey, and that that is the essence of sin, God is the
absolute ruler of the creatures he has made, not the
arbitrary ruler (to adopt Burke's distinction), because
his ends are good: even out of evil he will bring good.
' But it is not in the story of Satan that the chief lesson
of Paradise Lost is to be found; that is the story of
Adam and Eve, and especially of Adam's surrender
to Eve, the conquest of reason by romantic love:

However, I with thee have fixt my lot,
i    Certain to undergo like doom, if Death
*   Consort with thee, Death is to mee as Life;
So forcible within my heart I feel
The Bond of Nature draw me to my own,
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine;
Our state cannot be sever'd, we are one,
' One Flesh; to lose thee were to lose myself.1

That is the language of romantic love, but for Milton,
the first, the primal sin

*-      whose mortal taste
! Brought Death into the world and all our woe.

But, after the first four books, shades of the prison-

This day have I begot whom I declare

My only Sou, and on this holy Hill

Him have anointed, whom ye now behold

At my right hand; your Head I him appoint;

And by myself have sworn to him shall bow

All knees in Heav'n, and shall confess him Lord, etc,

The words are obscure, probably designedly so. Milton is using the
language of the Psalms and the Epistle to the Hebrews, but it is incon-
ceivable that the reference should be to the Creation of the Son, 'and not
to his Exaltation. It is against that Satan rebels.
1 Paradise Lost, Book IX. 11. 952-959.
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